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To the RicnT HonoURABLE 


Robert Lord Ronmey. 


My Lord, 


BEG Pardon, for preſuming 
to inſcribe this Eſſay to your 
Lordſhip, without requeſting your 
Conſent. I have been perſwaded 
to publiſh it, by Perſons who think 
it may poſſibly be of Service; and 
as I would, follow Cuſtom, in Things 
which are not detrimental, I am 
defirous my Work ſhould have a 
Patron ; and One who has always 
DARED openly to diſtinguiſh him- | 
ſelf, by his Precept and Example, as 
a real Friend to the Cauſe of Virtue 
and revealed Religion. I would, 
A 2 con- 


DE DUI CAT I O N. 

Contribute if poſſible, towards laugh- 
ing a Set of People into a right 
Way of thinking, upon whom Ar- 

gument can never prevail. The 
Goodneſs of the Intention, L flatter 

- myſelf, will plead my Pardon in 

the Eyes of your Lordſhip, for the 
Liberty which I have taken; and I 
beg Leave to ſubſcribe od with 

the greateſt Reſpect, 


My Lord, 
Your Lordjhip's moſt obedient, 
And moſt frcere, 


Rh... WER Humble Servant, 
Kent, Jan. 1753. 


| - , The AvuTros. 


 ADYERTISEMENT. 
HAVE but a mean Opinion of an Au- 
I thor's real Modeſty, who uſhers the 


Le Child of his Brain into the World, eſpecial- 


ly if it is his Firſt-born, with great Diffi- 

dence of his Abilities, and a Conſciouſneſs 
of his Inequality to the Taſk ; hoping 
to get a favourable Opinion of his Hu- 
mility. 


He who thinks his Writings can nei- 
ther improve, nor divert his Readers, ought 
certainly never to print them : If he ima- 


gines they may anſwer one or other of 


thoſe Ends, there needs no Apology,” The 
Author of this Eflay, Oration, Rhapſody, -- 
Theme, or whatever Name it deſerves, 
wrote it only for his own Amuſement, 
to paſs away a long Winter's Evening in 
the Country, and like all young Writers, 
he was eaſily ** to print it; though 

whether 


v 1 


- ADVERTISEMENT. 
whether by his Friends, or Enemies, he is 
dubious, But, if the Inſpefor, the Wits | 
of the Temple, the Bedford, George's near 
the Bar, and the young Men with T oſſels, 
do but declare in its Favour, as for the reſt 
of Mankind, 


Odi — V. e. & arceo. 


my 1 
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T is a common Obſervation, that the 
World, through all the later Ages, has 
been equally vicious; and therefore, that 
the preſent Race of Mankind, is equally as 
virtuous as the former. A Poſition, which 
the Experience of every one, who knew the 
World but thirty Years ago, muſt be able 
to refute ; and compel him to allow, that 
Luxury and Prophaneneſs abound at pre- 
ſent beyond the Example of any former 
Times. Is not the open Commiſſion of 


every 


r ggbe bp biReS acne ren 


68) 5 : 
every Immorality by the great and little 
Vulgar ; the undauntedly avowing, nay, 
even glorying in Things irregular, by all 
Ranks of People, a Demonſtration to what a 

_ ſuperior Height of For L we have climbed? 


What Latitude do thoſe PRETT® GEN- | 
TLEMEN, who call themſelves, THE Town, 
or People in High Life, * allow. of in Diſ- 
courſe, in external Appearance and Behaviour, 
as well as in Domeſtic and private Life? 
Are not Acts of Debauchery the vrevailing 
and admired Topic of their Converſations ? 
Nay, are there- not many Men of liberal 
Education, as it is called, and who are even 
far advanced in Life, who yet introduce up- 
on all Occaſions, looſe and diſſolute Diſ— 
courſe? And it even ſeems by Length of 
Habit, to be abſolutely neceſlary to their 
very Ex iſtence. Þ 


Is not every young Gentleman, upon his 
firſt Appearance in Company, laugh'd out 
of his Frinaples of Virtue, and a ſerious 


—— 
8 


— 


— — 


* 1 don't mean any of the young or old Club, 
+ 1 don't mean any of the Kentiſh Juſtices. 


—_ 


(9) 
Regard to Decency and Religion ? The 


Youth who ſo ſupinely permits him- 
ſelf to be cheated (or thus gambled) 
* out of his Principles, becomes a Devotee 


to every Vice which the Connoiſſeurs in 
Debauchery can ſtrike out. + The middling 
and lower Claſſes of Life, ape the more 
elevated; || not only in thoſe Vices which it is 
called Taſte to purſue, but in all their 
Follies, Fopperies and Abſurdities. The 
Inferior eagerly follows the Superior thro' 
all the Scenes of Wickedneſs, and Profli- 

gacy; nay, they are ſo intoxicated with Fa- 

ſhion, that they will entail Infamy and Di- 
ſteraper as well as Poverty upon their Po- | 
ſterity, to appear in the Mode ; even often 
for a Pleaſure, of which they have neither 
Taſte. nor Reliſh, One would imagine, 
that Man was conſtituted for no other End, 
but to play apiſh Tricks, and riot away Time 


* 


—— 


* Or T—ffd. 
2(Þ I don't mean to offend the Companies at the 
King's-Arms, or Thatch" d. Houſe. 


The * Beaux, the Beaux of St. James's. 
AnDigen. 
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610) 
ad ꝑternum in various Scenes of Nonſenſe, 
and Inconſiſtency. Pleaſure, and Pleaſure 
only, engroſſes and enſlaves the Thought of 
almoſt every Man; and few indeed, conſider 
the noble Purpoſes for which they were 
created. Man certainly looks upon himſelf 
as a Being accidentally flipt down from the 
Clouds; therefore, without Impropriety, 
that he may give the Reins to bis Paſſions, 
and indulge every idle Humour.“ 


Why ſhould he conſider, that the De- 
ſign of God in the Formation of Man, 
was to raiſe a Creature endowed with Rea- 
ſon for a Guide, and that when he abuſed it, 
God gave him his revealed Word, made 
authentic and ſealed by the Life and Death 
of his Son? Yet, theſe Wretches won't 
be perſwaded, that they are to ſtand or 
fall, according to the Uſe they make of 
ſuch rea ſonable Injunctions. & Theſe La- 
ſitudinarians are become ſo formidable a 
Body of late, that 1 am informed, they 


often gain a General Officer; Aid de Camps 


1 don't mean F. B, D—1, Eſq: who was at 
1000 J. Expence to be laugh'd at. 
don't mean to affront Mother Ofborn. 


very 


( t& }) 
very frequently; a ſapient Phyſician ;* ſome- 
times a Merchant; tother End of the Town 
Tradeſmen in Abundance ; but they value 
themſelves that in General their Society 
conſiſts of Gentlemen; Were there not 
| ſuch Peſts to human Society, would not 
Virtue and Self-denial gain Eſteem ? But as 
T hings are now; we value no Man for his 
Probity ; we careſs him, as he contributes 
to our Entertainment, by Drollery or Hu- 
mour, by offering Incenſe to our Foibles, 
or by forwarding, or partaking of our Vices. 


Who cares whether a Man is endowed 
with Principles of Juſtice or Honour ? Who 
minds the Integrity of his Heart, fo much 
as the Froth, and volubility of his Tongue ?+ 
We love the Man who proſtitutes his Con- 
ſcience in Compliance to the Genius and 
Complexion of his Company. 


What tremenduous Judgments may we-not 
expect, when it is unpolite and ungenteel 


— 


* See Sir Frans Show 5 Will, at the Beginning. 
+ I don't mean to reflet on the Applauſe that bas 


been given to the Abilities and the Vritings of the late 
Lord Bolingbroke. 


B 2 | to 


(12) 
to be a rational Creature! What a Meta- 
morphoſis is here, from a Creature made 
after the Image of his Creator, and endowed 
with Talents to imitate the glorious Examples 
ſet before us, to a Brute ; diſtinguiſhed only 
from the Natural Brute, by the Erectneſs of 
his Figure, and by having the Aſcendency 
of his fellow Brutes, ſo as to make them 
contribute to his Eaſe, A ppetite, and Plea- 
ſure ! I know no other Way of account- 
ing for ſuch an horrid Abuſe of all that is 
ſacred and valuable, for ſuch ſtupendous 
Folly, but the univerſal Prevalency of 
Deiſm and Irreligion, and that epidemical 
Pride of Man to be thought wiſer than 
what is written. | 


The Youth whoſe Vanity leads him to a 
Deſire of playing the Orator amongſt his 
Companions at the Coffee-houſe, or the 
Tavern, collects together the moſt ſo- 
phiſtical Arguments of Tindal, To- 
land, Moolſton, Hobbes, and the Anſwer 
to the Tryal of the Witneſſes; and big 
with the great Diſcovery he has made, 
and 


8 


(13) 
and convinced how much Wiſer he is than 
the queer ſober Party, (his Imagination thus | 
teeming with Nothings) he expatiates againſt 
the Tyranny of the Prieſt: He ſays, to be 
ſure, the Chriſtian Syſtem is a good State- 
engine, and all Governments have ſome 
_ eſtabliſhed Religion, which by Power and 
Fineſſe they impoſe upon the Rabble ; and 
ſo by their Nomination of thoſe who are 
to explain this Syſtem, they Hood wink the 
People in General into a Set of Principles, 
calculated to ſupport the Authority of the 
Government, 


| But, alas! how do theſe Men ſtand 
confounded and abaſhed from Head to 
Foot, when a Man comes to talk to 'em 
after ſome ſuch Manner as this. Pray, Gentle- 
men, conſider a little cooly and calmly with 
yourſelves. You call the Chriſtian Relt | 
gion, Prieſtcraft, and an Engine of State ; 
but, Gentlemen, this is doing Religion more 
Honour than you yourſelves, may perhaps 


intend ; for in calling it an Engine of 
State, you do of Courſe allow it to be 
, ful 


(14) 3 
Uſeful in the good Government and Regula- 
tion of Mankind; but, does it follow, that 
it is a Cheat and a Falſhood, only becauſe 


it is uſeful, and neceſſary to the World 
No, ur. 


ele Gentlemen; how in hes Name 
of Nonſenſe can that Religion be called an 
Engine of civil Government, when 'tis no- 
torious to all Men (whoſe Reading has ex- 
tended beyond their Primmers) that the 
civil Government of the World, nay—of 
the wiſeſt, politeſt, and moſt learned Part 
of the World (I mean the Roman Empire) 
did, for three hundred Years after the firſt 
preaching of Chriſtianity, make Uſe of all 
the potent Arguments that could be drawn, 
either from Wit, or Learning, or Lies, or 
Whips, or Halters, or Gridirons, to ſtop 
the Progreſs of this very Religion, which 
you, Gentlemen, call an Engine of State. 
Curious arguing indeed, to call that Reli- 
gion an Engine of State, when the State 
did, at the ſame Time, make Uſe of every 
Engine in their Power, to ſuppreſs it in 


its 


* T 
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its very Birth! And pray, Gentlemen, what 
Solution can be given of its coming not 
only to its Eirth, but alſo to its preſent 
State of Maturity, Strength and Manhood, 
but the irreſiſtible Force of Truth ? I fay, 


the Force of Truth, Gentlemen; which al-. 


ways is great, and never fails, in Length of; 
Time, to prevail over the Sophiſtry and 
Nonſenſe, as well as the Vice, and Pride, 
and F mw of Mankind, 


But pray, Gentlemen, indulge me a Mo- 


ment longer; and don't begin to ſære up 
your Faces into ſuch intollerable Marks of 


Impatience, You know, your Friend Jack, 
bas in his Time, practiſed ſome of the Fol- 
lies of King Solomon; tis but fair then, that 
you ſhould allow him, for a Minute or Week 
to copy wes his Wiſdom. | 


Let us 1 examine candidly, your 
Charge of Prieſtcraft, ſo often brought a- 
gainſt the Religion of this Country. Now, 
Gentlemen, whenever the Word Craft is 
applied to Prieſts, it certainly denotes, that 

Prieſts 


9 BH (16) | 
| | Prieſts are crafty Men. If then they are 
| truly crafty, they muſt aim at getting either 
Wealth, or Honour, or Power, by their 
Craft; and if Chriſtianity be all Prieſtcraft, 
(as you affirm) then, this muſt have been 
the Aim of all Prieſts from the firſt Days of 
Chriſtianity, down to the Faden Times. 


| Now Gentlemen I allow that in the 
preſent Times, a Prieſt may get both Ho- 
nour and Wealth and Power by his Pro- 
feſſion; becauſe, now he 1s paid by the Pub- 
lic for preaching up his Religion, But, 
pray, what Religion does he now preach 
up? Why, he preaches up that very ſame 
Religion which his Predeceſſors taught for 
the firſt three hundred Years after Chriſt, 
And what did ?boſe Prieſts get by teaching 
it? Why—they got Poverty, Diſgrace, 
Tortures, and cruel Deaths ; and they knew 
their Fate beforehand, and expected no 
other. And pray, where lay the worldly 
Craft of preaching up a Doctrine, which 
they knew they ſhould be ſo badly paid for? 
I allow with all my Heart, that many of 
| "an 


(t7) 
the preſent Race of Clergy, may, for ought 
I know, be encouraged to preach up heir 
Religion, for the Lucre of Ale, Tobacco, 
Pigs, or fat Geeſe ; but what's all that to 
the Purpoſe ? What Objection 1s that to the 
Truth. of the Religion they maintain ? For 
if their Religion be falſe, becauſe they now- 
a-days get ſomething by preaching it ; by 
the ſame Argument it muſt follow, that 
this very ſame Religion was true, when it 
was preach'd up by the firſt Race of Clergy, 
| becauſe they got much worſe than nothing 
at all by it. So that, Gentlemen, your Ar- 
gument ſtands thus; the Chriſtian Religion 
is a Cheat and an Impoſture, firſt, becauſe 
they wbo firſt taught it, got worſe than 
Nothing by it; and ſecondly, becauſe they 
who teach it now, get ſomething by it. 
And again, 'tis plain, that Chriſtianity was 
at firſt contriv'd, barely as an Engine of 
civil Government, becauſe the civil Govern- 
ment, for ſo many Ages, did all that lay in 
their Power to ſuppreſs it. And 7ow again, 
'tis all an Engine of State for a contrary 
Reaſon ; becauſe, the Government favours 
and protects it. Gentlemen, the Man that 
is humbugg'd out of bis Religion by ſuch 
Objections as theſe, is a Fool and a Cully 
5 C | with 


n 
with a Vengeance. Here, you may ſup- 
poſe, I am interrupted by theſe Sons of 
Mirth and Jollity. Zounds Jack, ſays 
one, you preach over your Liquor; — the 
Man is Prieſt-ridden;—Put the Bottle about, 
ſays another. But pray, Gentlemen, ſays 
I, hear me a Moment longer, You talk 
| of Prieſt- craft. I know, that there is ſuch 
a Thing; becauſe, I have heard enough of 
it in Popiſh Countries: And Men, you 
ſay, may be Prieſt-ridden. Very true; but 
then you forget that Men may alſo be Deiſt- 
ridden, and Vice-ridden, and Folly ridden, 
as well as Prieſt-ridden. Let us therefore 
cooly and calmly conſider, what it properly 
is to have ones Underſtanding ridden? Now, 
I apprehend, that 'tis only hat Man is rid- 
den in his Underſtanding, who ſuffers him- 
ſcif to be impoſed upon, either by his own 
Prejudices or Vices, or by the Sophiſtry, 
Iznorance, or Falſchoods of another. If 
therefore, a Man is impoſed, on either 
by his own Ignorance, Vices, Follies, 
or Prejudices, or by! thoſe of any other Man, 
why, then 'tis plain, that ſuch a Man's 


di is every Jot as ſeverely 


hack d and ridden Poſt, as if he were 
kick'd 


(19) 
kick 0 and Spur-gauled by a Prieſt. And 
now, Gentlemen, I leave it to your own 
calm Reflection, whether or no you would 
have plunged yourſelves into ſuch ridiculous 
Abſurdities, as you have juſt now advanced, 
if ſome of the Jockeys J have lately named, 


had not mounted the Saddle of your Un- 
derſtanding? 


However, notwithſtanding ſuch renfonion 


as this, it often happens, that-the free- 
thinking Youth, tickled by the Applauſe of 


bis Companions, though, perhaps, endow- 
ed with good natural Talents, becomes a 
fooliſh and obnoxious Animal; he hugs him- 
ſelf in his Wiſdom, and is anxious of let- 
ting into the Secret thoſe of his Acquaint- 
ance, who follow the old fooliſh and 
cowardly Way of ſaying Prayers, and going 
to Church. If one of the Company has 
Courage enough to ſpeak in Defence of 
Revelation, the general Cry is, I am really 
concerned for you Sir ; I always looked up- 
on you as a ſenſible "oF at but as to this 

Point, I muſt ſay, you are not in the Sk- 
CRET why, to be ſure, it's well enough and 
. C 2 excuſable 
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( 20 ) 
excuſable in the old Women, and lower Sort 
of People; to be Prieſt- ridden. Our Grand- 


mothers, conſidering cheir Age, cannot be ex- 


pected to get the better of vulgar Prejudices, 


and the combined Artifices of the Prieſt and 
the Stateſman ; but for a young Fellow of 
Taſte to be, ſo humbugg'd, indeed Jack, I 
bluſh for you ; prithee look a little further 
into Things; Pope ſays, you know, a little 
Learning is a dangerous Thing ; read Tindal, | 
a Man of an uncommon Reach of . Under. 
ſtanding upon my Soul; he jump'd with 
me in every Argument and every Thought. 
The Waiter is then ordered to bring in 
a Bible, which he could not procure, 
if one of the Houſemaids, who had been 
but a Month out of Yorkſhire, and trudged 
on Foot with a {mall one in her Pocket, did 
not conſent to lend him him hers. It be- 
ing produced, my Hero ſays, Now Sir, you 
ſee here in the Bible, God hardeneth the 
Heart of Pharaoh to betray the Children of 
Tjrael; yet poor Pharaoh ſuffers, is ſpifflicated; 
what Stuff is this? Pray Sir, if God hardeng. 
the Heart, does not Pharach act under an 
abſolute | 


hs 

abſolute Neceſlity ? Where's your free Agency 
here? yet, Sir, there are People enough ſo 
abſur d as to ſwallow ſuch incoherent Non- 
ſenſe.* It's really ſurprizing; I do not find 
in any Thing elſe, that People are ſo wil- 
ling to be led by the Noſe! Why, eveir # 
wrangling Limb of the Law, or a conceited 
Apothecary, (either of whom will ſplit a 
Hair, ad infinitum,) if you have the Aﬀur- 
ance to contradict him; I fay, even ſuch a 
Fellow allows himſelf quietly to be Prieſt. 
ridden, and ſwallows Creeds and Abſolu- 
tions, as greedily as the Parſon ſwallows 
| the Punch of the Squire. —Thus, 


A Deiſt plat bimſelf upon an Age 
ment, that has but a plaufible, or the mi- 
nuteſt Appearance of Reaſon; and perſwades 
himfelf that Tindal's Philoſophy is ſo weighty, 
concluſive, and unanſwerable, that it is not 
worth his While to kill Time in reading Sher 
heck, L—n; and Weſt; or any other Author, 
of a refined and Aa nnn As 


2 _— 
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| * The ſame wiſe Objections are made to many other 
Paſſages, through the ſame Ignorance of the Language 
ta which the Bible was written. 


for 
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a 
for old London, he ſays, it is his Trade, and 
Weſt and | Men of too much 
Senſe to believe what they write; it's with 
a political View to be ſure, they have drawn 
their Pens, Can it be ſuppoſed, that a 
Man of George L,——7n's Education and 


great Abilities can be humm'd in that 


Manner? I know the idle Story of his giv- 
ing Ear to the Inſinuations of his firſt Wife; 
it muſt be very high to ſee how he 5 
in his Sleeve at the Credulity of the Mob 


and the Fools. The Governed ſhould never 
credit what a Governor writes or ſays; for 


the Governor's whole Life is ſpent in 
planning Deſigns to enſlave the Underſtand- 


ing, and to plunder the Property of the 


Soverned; and you know Jack, I—s 


one of the Miniſtry. Now, can you be 
ſuch an Aſs as to believe, that every Sen- 
timent in hie M—y, is real, and from 
bis Heart? Puh! to let you into the Se- 


cret, he no more wrote his own Sentiments 


in that, than when he wrote about Paul; 
he wrote the former to pleaſe the Women, 


and 


(23) 
and the latter to pleaſe the Parſons, or 
ſome old Brim he had a Dependance 


upon. : 
What! a "He of the Treaſury Prieſt- 


ridden, Jack? Really I pitty you, becauſe in 


general, you don't want Penetration. You 
know the Town, you know Life. I and 
you have heard what every fine Woman, 
what all the Beau Monde have to ſay for 
themſelves ; we know the Turn, the Foi- 
bles of em all.—Such is the Cant of the 
Fool, who deſpiſes the Revelation of his 
God. It is hardly poſſible, for thoſe who. 
have not ſeen the Effect of ſuch weak 
and mean Stuff, to believe that even Boys, 
and much more Men of ſome Education and 
Underſtanding, can be drawn away by it. 
But it is to be accounted for when one 
reflects; 


That the Deiſtical Scheme gives ſuch 
Latitude to the Paſſions, that the Youth 
whoſe Blood riots in his Veins, eagerly 


embraces an Hypotheſis which tabs. the 
Vitals 


E. 


W „„ --*- 
1 Vitals of bis Religion, that he may 
wanton unchecked: and unconttouled by 
Conſʒience, in the Debaucheries of the 

Toten. Nature is ſo frail, that the loweſt 

[: Chicanery, the vileſt Sophiſtry, will per- 

ſuade a Man to part with what is trouble- 

ſome to bim, and to take that in its 

Room, which” will ſhake Hands with the 

* 8 and Deformity of his Heart. 
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